
Tour of 
  Israel1. Kinneret, or Sea of the Galilee as 

it is known in English, is the largest 
body of fresh water in Israel.

2. It is the lowest freshwater lake in 
the world and second lowest lake, 
second to only the Dead Sea.

3. People are constantly talking 
about the status and welfare of 
the Kinneret.

4. There is a lot of development 
along the shores of the Kinneret.

5. The Kinneret used to be Israel’s 
primary source of water for the 
entire country.

6. Israel has to work hard at  
conserving water.

 Kinneret in photos...

Kinneret
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Supplementary Text   
Water is a very precious and valuable resource in 
Israel. Everyone can make a difference to maintain 
the availability of good drinking water. There are 
small but effective measures that people can take 
to be responsible about using water. 

For example, fix pipe leaks as soon as possible; even 
small drips can waste thousands of litres of water.  

Turn on the water only while you are actually 
utilizing the water. Rather than let the water run 
while washing dishes, fill a small basin of water in 
the sink and use that to wash the dishes; then rinse 
the dishes quickly.  

Baths can be a large waste of water, especially 
when a person fills the bathtub up to the top.  

Showers are much more efficient, but they can also 
be a major source of water consumption.  It is not 
necessary to keep the water running while you 
lather up with soap.  Standing in the shower for 
a long time may be relaxing, but it uses up a lot 
more water; it usually takes only a few minutes to 
be fully clean.

Small habits can make a big difference when  
everyone plays a part.

1. Comprehension
What is the largest body 

of water in Israel?
How did it get its name?

2. Point for discussion
Why is water so  

important in Israel?

3. Comprehension
Why is it dangerous  
for the water in the  

Kinneret to get too low?

4. Comprehension
What is drip irrigation?

5. Comprehension 
How can you help to 

conserve water?

Israel is also researching new water supplies.  
One way is to dig very deep wells. Another is  
desalination – the removal of salt from sea water. 
This results in high costs for water. Because water is 
expensive, people use less of it, which helps conserve 
the water supply.

The Kinneret is the largest body of fresh water in 
Israel. Some people say that it is named after a 
Kinor (harp) as the lake is in the shape of a harp.  
It is called the Sea of Galilee in English1.

The Kinneret is the lowest freshwater lake in the 
world. Israel and Jordan both share the use of the 
Kinneret’s water. In Israel, the Kinneret is used as 
the main supplier of fresh water2.

There is a need for more water in Israel as the  
population continues to grow. Dry winters and hot 
summers have lowered the levels of the water in 
the Kinneret. Underground, beneath the Kinneret 
there are small amounts of salt water. If the level 
of water in the Kinneret became too low, the salt 
water would pour into and mix with the fresh  
water. The water would then become salty, no 
longer suitable for drinking3. 

There are two main ways of increasing the amount 
of water in Israel. One is to find new sources of  
water. The other is to conserve the available  
water. Israel is a world leader in conservation of 
water. Israel, unlike many countries, does not waste 
its supply of water. For example, spraying large 
amounts of water on fields to water the plants is 
wasteful. Instead, Israel invented drip irrigation. 
Drip irrigation is when small amounts of water and 
fertilizer are dripped directly onto the roots4. This 
drip irrigation results in strong, healthy plants.

Waste water, which has already been used, is 
recycled and used for farming. Israel recycles 80% 
of its water. Israel also uses efficient toilets that do 
not waste a lot of water. Leaks in water pipes are 
repaired as soon as possible5.

Kinneretכנרת
Fresh waterמים צלולים

Supplierמספק
Populationהאוכלוסיה
Undergroundתת קרקעי

Saltמלח
Suitableמתאים
Increasingלהגדיל
Conserveלחסןך

Sprayingלהמטיר
Irrigationהשקיה

Fertilizerדשן
Recycledמחזור
Efficientיעיל
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